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Background: The Royal College of Nursing has expressed concerns about the amount of time nurses spend completing paperwork to the detriment of direct patient contact. In a recent survey carried out by the College, nurses reported that they spent an average of 17% of their time on non-essential paperwork and clerical tasks. Although there have been some published studies of nurse-patient interactions on acute psychiatric wards, how nurses spend their time on PICUs has not been previously examined. 
